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Abstract

During the Safavid era, some prominent Iranian families migrated to India for various reasons. The
emigration of these dynasties to the Mughal Empire (Gurkanis) real along with their numerous
political and social experiences were naturally the source of considerable influence in various fields in
India. Among these families was the Zik Family. This family, which had a brilliant record of military
and political service during the reign of King Abbas I, was angered by Safavid court and was forced to
leave Iran and seek refuge in the Mughal court. Employing a library technique and descriptive-
analytical research method, the present study makes attempts to answer this question: what role did the
Zik family play in the Indian Mughal era? The findings of this study confirm that the Zik family, using
its military and political experience, played an effective role in confronting with Uzbeks and some of
conquest of Mughal Empire. The effort of the f in civil and urban areas of some Mughal territories
such as Kashmir and Kabul and their uninterrupted support for the spread of Persian language and
Shiite religion in India was one of the important effects of this family's presence on the Mughal court
of India.
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1. Introduction

As one of the most significant periods in the political history of Iran, the Safavid era established an
influential movement by forming a central government and recognizing Shiism. Along with the
political and religious measures of the Safavid kings, this movement brought many upheavals and
consequences, one of the most significant of which was the acceleration of migration to neighboring
countries such as the Ottoman territory and India. Although some immigrants chose the Ottoman
Empire to emigrate, the existence of some issues such as the constant militancy between the Ottoman
government and the Safavids, along with the desire to return home after resolving the existing
difficulties faced the choice of the territory of the Ottoman Empire as a place of migration with many
challenges. As a result, at this time the flow of migration to the Indian subcontinent, especially the
Indian Gurkhanid territory, became more significant. In addition to the aforementioned points, what
had further caused the Persians’ migration to the Indian Gurkhanid territory was the attention and luck
of the Gurkhanid court to the Persian immigrants. The policy of religious tolerance in the Indian
Gurkhanid court as well as the special attention of its kings to the educated Persian immigrants, caused
when they had entered India, enhance their statuses using their political, administrative, and military
abilities and experiences soon enough. Among these immigrant families were Zik Family who served
the Indian Gurkhanid government for more than a century (1047-1118 AH) in various political, social,
and cultural fields. This family headed by Ganjali Khan Zik during the reign of Abbas | of Persia was
the source of many services, especially against the Uzbeks. The services of this family continued in
other fields during this period as the district of Kerman and then Kandahar under the rule of this
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family experienced one of its most prosperous periods. Although the services of this family continued
in various political and military aspects after the death of Abbas I of Persia and the succession of Safi
of Persia, the provision of certain conditions provided the ground for the family under the leadership
of Alimardan Khan Zik to seek refuge in the Gurkhanid court of India. From the very beginning of the
house’s arrival in India, they were quickly noticed by the Gurkhanids and held high positions in the
Indian political establishment. To better understand the role of Zik Family in the Indian Gurkhanid
court, this study seeks to answer the following questions:

A. What caused Zik Family to seek refuge in the Indian Gurkhanid court?

B. What role did Zik Family play in the Gurkhaid government of India?

C- What were the reasons for the success of Zik Family in the of the Indian Gurkhanid territory?

Thus, this study mainly aims to determine the role and position of Zik Family in the Indian
Gurkhanid court.

2. Research Methodology

The present research was conducted via a descriptive-analytical research method and based on library
resources. Via this method, as explaining the presence and services of Zik Family in the Iranian
Safavid era, the grounds and reasons for the asylum of this House to the Gurkhanid court were
investigated. Various political, social, and cultural areas and their success in the Indian Gurkhanid
government were also discussed, studied, and analyzed.

3. Discussion

As one of the famous houses in the Safavid era, Zik Family, headed by Ganjali Khan during the reign
of Abbas | of Persia became the source of many services in the political upheavals and administration
of provinces such as Kerman and Kandahar. After Abbas I of Persia’s death and Safi of Persia’s
accession, the relations between the Safavid government and Zik Family were shaken due to the
jealousy and efforts of the courtiers (Olearius, 1984: 660). Following the threat of Safi of Persia
against Ali Mardan Khan the Zik, who became the ruler of Kandahar after the death of his father,
Ganjali Khan, he and his family took refuge in the Gurkhanid court and surrendered Kandahar to the
Gurkhanid government. Upon his arrival in Delhi, Ali Mardan Khan was welcomed by Shah Jahan the
Gurkhanid, and handed over the rule of Kashmir and Lahore and then Kabul. In the meantime, in
addition to ruling the mentioned areas, Zik Family played an influential role in the military conflicts of
the Gurkhanids of India, especially the conquest of Balkh and Badakhshan, which was the long-
standing dream of the Gurkhanids (Lahori, 1989: 2/421). Ali Mardan Khan’s death coincided with the
challenge of the sons of Shah Jahan over his succession. Although in those conflicts, Zik Family
supported the official crown prince Dara Shikoh, after Aurangzeb’s victory, Zik Family continued to
hold important positions due to their history and successful services during the Shah Jahan’s era, as
the administration of Kashmir, Lahore and Kabul provinces was still handed over to Ali Mardan
Khan’s sons, Ibrahim Khan and Abdullah Khan. Zik Family also played a significant role in
construction in Kashmir, Lahore, and Kabul by building gardens, digging irrigation canals, and
repairing roads (Ashena, 2009: 372). In the cultural arena, Zik Family, in addition to holding debates
between Shiite and Sunni scholars and strengthening Shiite teachings by supporting Persian-speaking
poets, they also played a crucial role in promoting the Persian language and literature in India.
Undoubtedly, the success of Zik Family covered the support of the Persians in the Gurkhanid court,
the tolerance policy of the Gurkhanid kings, and the open cultural space in India (Fakhr al-Zamani,
1961: 761).

4. Conclusion

Zik Family was one of the prominent Persian dynasties in the Safavid period. Although this house was
the source of many services in various political, military, and civil fields in Persia during the reign of
Abbas I of Persia, the death of Abbas I of Persia, Safi of Persia’s coming to power, the intensification
of disputes and rivalries, and Safi of Perisa's morbid suspicion caused changes in the relations between
the court and Zik Family. Accordingly, the Persian Safavid court, apart from the prominent services of
Zik Family in various fields and their role in conquering the key area of Kandahar, once again accused
Ali Mardan Khan the Zik of rebellion by resorting to a permanent campaign of independence and
despite Ali Mardan Khan’s efforts and insistence on declaring obedience, an army was sent to
Kandahar to suppress him. Thus, with the closing of the doors of negotiations with the Iranian court on
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the one hand and the repeated and encouraging messages of the Indian Gurkanid court, the ground was
paved for Ali Mardan Khan to seek refuge and surrender Kandahar to the Gurkhanid government. As a
result, in addition to losing the lucrative Kandahar region, the Persian Safavid court also an
experienced commander and a competent manager.

In contrast, the Indian Gurkanid government welcomed this house in the light of financial and
psychological support and incentives and benefited from the abundant experiences of the house in
various fields, especially the development of their possessions and the suppression of the Uzbeks. At
this time, with the help of other Persian officials in Gurkhanid court hold high managerial and military
positions, Zik Family played an effective role in transferring successful plans and models taken from
Persia during the reign of Abbas | in urban management and optimal use of water resources to the
Gurkhanid government. In addition to these services, the strengthening and spread of Shiism and
Persian losses in the Indian subcontinent were the serious and continuous goals of Zik Family.
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