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Abstract

Islamic art in Mughal India flourished through royal workshops under the supervision and patronage
of the court. During this era, carpet weaving developed by the attention of the kings in the royal states
of India. Some productions of Mehrabi carpets have remarkable visual differences with their
counterparts in other Islamic countries. The purpose of presenting this research is to introduce
different types of Mehrabi carpets produced during the Mughal rule in India. This article hires a
descriptive-analytical method based on written and visual library sources to answer the following
question: Which axes exist in visual aspects evidents of the Indian Mughal Mehrabi carpets? The
results of the research process introduced two different forms of Mehrab in the study samples. Also,
the dominance of plant (Khatai) and geometric motifs as decorative arrays was confirmed. The two
principles of symmetry and cornering in the margins were also analyzed. The proportions of the main
part and the border were evaluated in cases that could be investigated. It was also confirmed that the
Indian samples mainly had a decorative function due to the use of motifs, and the religious purposes of
their production, except for multiple Mihrabs (Saf), were less important.

Keywords: Mughal period of India, Mehrabi Carpets, Pattern and Design Structure.

1. Introduction

The most stable rule of Muslim sultans in India belongs to the Mongols (1526-1858 AD). Some of
their sultans were effective in the advancement of culture and art during their long reign. The
foundation of carpet weaving in India as a court product took place from the end of the 16th century
(10th A.H.) under the influence of Iranian products with the presence of Humayun, Baber's son, in the
Safavid Shah Tahmasab's court. In this period, numerous carpets with high diversity in patterns and
designs were produced. One of the interesting types among them is Mehrabi carpets, which are
attributed to this group due to their semi-directional design and Mehrab structure. According to the
formation of the first carpet weaving workshops in India under the influence of the Iranian school, in
these carpets the type of motifs and visual compositions and design principles can be examined. This
research answers the question, what are the visible aspects of the Mehrabi carpets of the Indian
Mughals? The main goal of this research is to introduce the types of Indian Mughal carpets.
Considering the production of different types of carpet design in different weaving centers with native
and local characteristics, it is necessary to provide an opportunity to compare samples of the same
design by searching for different types.

1.1. Detailed Research Method

This research is qualitative and has been done in a descriptive-analytical method. Collecting of
research data has been done by library method, which is based on reading written sources and
observing preserved samples in different museums. The sampling in this article is purposeful; the goal
is to select items that benefit from special visual coordinates (having Mehrab design) among a group
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of samples belonging to a specific time and place. In this way, seven examples of Mehrabi carpets
having a valid museum 1D were selected. The method of analysis is based on thematic analysis; in this
regard, analyzing information to achieve classification and summarizing the findings in order to
present concepts governing the data is the main task of the researcher.

2. Discussion

In the beginning, the Mughals of India were mainly focused on the excellence of architectural arts and
book design. However, in the middle of the 17th century, interest in luxury goods such as jewelry,
weapons, textiles and carpets, precious stones, and woven silk became widespread. It is a certain
historical fact that India lacked a carpet weaving industry until the end of the 10th century AH, and the
production of that region started due to the presence of Iranian carpet weavers and products in the
court of Humayun Shah and expanded during the reign of Akbar Shah. What has penetrated from the
architecture in the design of the carpet is the altar of sacred spaces, which has a remarkable
background in religious culture. Hosoori states that the altars belonged to the followers of the Mehr
religion in the beginning. With the arrival of Islam, figurative motifs were removed from the
decoration of the altars and the decoration of this space was replaced with flowers and decorative
lines.

A small part of the Indian floral carpets that were produced during the reign of the Mughal kings is
dedicated to Mehrabi carpets. The largest number of Indian Mughal Mehrabi carpets includes a main
altar with a plant species in the middle and is called a tree Mehrabi. In these Mehrabi designs, the
space under the arch of the altar (Mehrab) is decorated with one or more species of trees. Another
group of single-arched Mehrabi carpets produced during the Mughal dynasty of India are attributed to
a region in northern India (Kashmir or Lahore) and are called Hazargol (thousand flowers). The
Hazargol pattern in Indian products has a directional structure consisting of an arch full of small and
abundant flowers rising from small stacks or vases at the bottom of the background. Some examples of
multi-arched altars are large pieces of carpet with several consecutive altars next to each other, which
use is explained mainly in mosques, and they are called Saf (rows). During the Mughal era of India, a
few parts of the examples of various museums were dedicated to poly-Mehrab carpets. In addition to
the shape of the altar and the type of motifs, it is also possible to refer to how to apply the rules of
carpet design (combination of main and secondary borders, methods of applying symmetry and
cornering in the border of Mehrabi carpets, cornering of borders) and the proportions between main
design and border in Indian Mehrabi carpets.

3. Conclusion

In connection with the axis of the research based on the explanation of the structural features of the
Indian Mongolian Mehrabi carpets, seven Mehrabi carpet samples with valid ID and attributed to the
mentioned period were selected. In order to answer the main question of the research and to get the
visual aspects evident in Mehrabi carpets, the following axes were considered as verifiable indicators;
the shape of the altars, the motifs used in the different spaces of the carpets, the composition of the
border strips and the rules governing the design of the carpet and its aesthetics (symmetry, cornering
and proportions between the text and the border).

The shape of the altars in the examples follows two major and common structures (single altar and
multiple altars in the form of a row) in all the altar productions of Islamic countries. Patterns are
generally plants that decorate the background and border of the carpet in some flower beds and in
some collections of flowers and blossoms. Naturalism, movement, and struggle were evident in these
carpets through the tricks of illustration which are native coordinates of Indian works of art. It seems
that the variable number of border strips in the studied carpets follows the dimensions of the carpets,
and due to the variety included in their arrangement, it is unlikely that the composition of the border
striping follows the local index. Symmetry and cornering in the margins have been executed precisely
and it seems that the presentation of a beautiful and symmetrical structure by the artist in the margin as
a frame around the main field has been very important and they put their best efforts in showing it.
Proportions in most samples had a variable trend, just like the productions of other regions. But among
the samples under study (four samples), proportional structures had a more obvious situation.

Considering the results obtained from the examination of each of the above axes, it is clear that
items such as decorative motifs, symmetry and proportion, which had a deeper connection with the
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beauty of the structure of the work, have been displayed with more precision and effort by the Indian
artist. The artist has used the arch or Mehrab in order to show a landscape full of visible and tangible
motifs in their native nature and surroundings. Symmetry and proportions have also been considered
as visual indicators to create a magnificent work without any defects. Thus, the creation of beauty and
visual pleasure can be considered the main goal of the artist in the design of Mehrabi carpets, and it
seems that the religious function of these examples seems unlikely except for multiple Mehrabi
carpets.
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